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PREAMBLE

Diaspor i c  l i t e ra tu re  has  l ong  been  a  power fu l  med ium fo r  a r t i cu l a t i ng  the  comp lex i t i e s  o f

d i sp l acement ,  i den t i t y,  and  be l ong ing .  A s  S tuar t  Ha l l  ( 1990 )  con tends  i n  Cu l tu ra l  Iden t i t y

and  D iaspora ,  d i aspor i c  i den t i t i e s  a re  no t  f i xed  bu t  ra ther  ex i s t  w i th in  an  ongo ing

process  o f  t rans fo rmat ion ,  shaped  by  h i s to r y,  power,  and  cu l tu ra l  represen ta t i on .  The

movement  be tween  ances t ra l  home lands  and  adop ted  na t i ons  c rea tes  a  l im ina l  space

where  i nd i v idua l s  and  commun i t i e s  g rapp l e  w i th  ques t i ons  o f  se l f hood ,  memory,  and

hybr id i t y.  These  nar ra t i ves  no t  on l y  document  the  phys i ca l  and  emot iona l  rea l i t i e s  o f

migra t i on  bu t  a l so  cha l l enge  r ig id  concep t i ons  o f  home and  na t i ona l i t y,  o f fe r ing  ins tead

a  f l u id  and  dynamic  under s t and ing  o f  i den t i t y  i n  an  inc reas ing l y  i n te rconnec ted  wor ld .

Th i s  vo lume,  Be tween  Roo t s  and  Rou tes :  Nar ra t i ves  o f  D iaspora ,  Iden t i t y,  and  Be long ing ,

seeks  to  exp lo re  the  ways  i n  wh i ch  d iaspor i c  wr i t e r s  g i ve  vo i ce  t o  the  exper i ence  o f

l i v i ng  be tween  wor lds .  Whe ther  th rough  the  haun t ing  memor ies  o f  l o s t  home lands,  the

nego t i a t i on  o f  rac i a l  and  cu l tu ra l  i den t i t i e s,  o r  the  s t rugg l e  t o  be l ong  in  un fami l i a r

spaces,  these  nar ra t i ves  cap ture  the  t ens ions  be tween  pas t  and  presen t ,  t rad i t i on  and

re inven t i on ,  memory  and  imag ina t i on .  Wr i t e r s  such  as  Jhumpa  Lah i r i ,  Ch imamanda  Ngoz i

Ad i ch i e ,  Sa lman  Rushd ie ,  Edw idge  Dan t i ca t ,  and  Max ine  Hong  K ings ton  have  v i v id l y

exp lo red  these  themes,  c ra f t i ng  s to r i e s  tha t  revea l  bo th  the  pa in  and  the  poss ib i l i t i e s  o f

d iaspor i c  ex i s t ence .

Jhumpa  Lah i r i ’s  In te rpre te r  o f  Ma lad ies  (1999 ) ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  exp lo res  the  d i s sonance  o f

cu l tu ra l  d i sp l acement  th rough  charac te r s  who  nav iga te  the  spaces  be tween  the i r  Sou th

As ian  her i t age  and  the i r  l i ves  i n  the  Wes t .  Through  her  p rec i se  and  res t ra ined

s to r y te l l i ng ,  Lah i r i  po r t rays  the  l one l i ness,  m i scommun ica t i on ,  and  sub t l e  a l i ena t i on  tha t

mark  the  d iaspor i c  cond i t i on .  S imi l a r l y,  Ch imamanda  Ngoz i  Ad i ch i e ’s  Amer i canah  (2013 )

o f fe r s  a  p ro found  med i t a t i on  on  race ,  m igra t i on ,  and  iden t i t y,  f o l l ow ing  the  j ourney  o f

I feme lu ,  a  N iger i an  woman who  moves  to  the  Un i t ed  S t a tes  and  exper i ences  the

d i so r i en t ing  p rocess  o f  rac i a l i za t i on  in  an  un fami l i a r  cu l tu ra l  con tex t .  Ad i ch i e ’s  nove l

h igh l i gh t s  the  ways  i n  wh i ch  d iaspora  i s  no t  mere l y  a  movement  ac ross  border s  bu t  a l so

a  t rans fo rmat ion  o f  se l f,  shaped  by  the  ways  race  and  na t i ona l i t y  a re  perce i ved  and

cons t ruc ted  in  d i f fe ren t  soc i e t i e s .

The  ques t i on  o f  home and  be l ong ing  i s  cen t ra l  t o  Sa lman  Rushd ie ’s  Imag inary  Home lands

(1991 ) ,  a  co l l e c t i on  o f  e s says  tha t  i n te r roga tes  the  na ture  o f  ex i l e  and  the  ways  i n  wh i ch

memory  recons t ruc t s  l o s t  p l a ces .  Rushd ie  f amous l y  desc r ibes  the  d iaspor i c  exper i ence  as

one  o f  i nhab i t i ng  " imag inary  home lands, "  where  home i s  no  l onger  a  f i xed  geograph i ca l

l o ca t i on  bu t  ra ther  a  sh i f t i ng  and  f ragmented  cons t ruc t  shaped  by  memory,  l ong ing ,  and

imag ina t i on .  Th i s  i dea  resona tes  w i th  Edwidge  Dan t i ca t ’s  B rea th ,  Eyes,  Memory  (1994 ) ,

wh i ch  exp lo res  the  l egacy  o f  m igra t i on  and  t rauma w i th in  the  Ha i t i an  d iaspora .  



Dant i ca t ’s  nove l  re f l e c t s  on  the  i n te rgenera t i ona l  t ransmiss i on  o f  memory,  where  the

s to r i e s  and  exper i ences  o f  those  who  l e f t  the i r  home lands  con t inue  to  shape  the

iden t i t i e s  o f  f u tu re  genera t i ons .  Max ine  Hong  K ings ton ’s  The  Woman Warr i o r  (1976 )

fu r ther  i l l u s t ra tes  how memory  and  s to r y te l l i ng  become too l s  f o r  nego t i a t i ng  i den t i t y

w i th in  the  d iaspor i c  cond i t i on .  B l end ing  au tob iography  and  my th ,  K ings ton  cons t ruc t s  a

nar ra t i ve  tha t  re f l e c t s  bo th  the  s t rugg l e  o f  a ss im i l a t i on  and  the  res i l i ence  o f  cu l tu ra l

he r i t age ,  revea l i ng  how d iaspor i c  i den t i t i e s  a re  f o rmed  th rough  an  in t r i ca te  i n te rp l ay  o f

per sona l  h i s to r y,  co l l e c t i ve  memory,  and  s to r y te l l i ng .

In  add i t i on  to  exp lo r ing  themes  o f  memory,  i den t i t y,  and  be l ong ing ,  th i s  vo lume w i l l  a l so

cons ider  the  ro l e  o f  t rans l a t i on  as  a  c ruc ia l  s i t e  o f  cu l tu ra l  nego t i a t i on .  A s  Homi  K .

Bhabha  (1994 )  a rgues  i n  The  Loca t i on  o f  Cu l tu re ,  t rans l a t i on  i s  no t  mere l y  a  l i ngu i s t i c

ac t  bu t  a  space  o f  hybr id i t y  where  cu l tu ra l  i den t i t i e s  a re  reshaped  and  rede f ined .

D iaspor i c  wr i t e r s  o f t en  nav iga te  mu l t i p l e  l anguages  and  cu l tu ra l  reg i s t e r s,  and  the i r

works  revea l  the  t ens ions  and  poss ib i l i t i e s  i nheren t  i n  t rans l a t i on ,  whe ther  i t  be  the

l i t e ra l  t rans l a t i on  o f  words  o r  the  metaphor i ca l  t rans l a t i on  o f  exper i ences  ac ross

d i f fe ren t  cu l tu ra l  and  h i s to r i ca l  con tex t s .

Through  th i s  co l l e c t i on ,  we  a im to  con t r ibu te  t o  the  g row ing  d i s cour se  on  d iaspor i c

l i t e ra tu re  and  i t s  s i gn i f i cance  i n  under s t and ing  g l oba l  human exper i ence .  These

nar ra t i ves  compe l  us  t o  ask  p ress ing  ques t i ons :  What  does  i t  mean  to  be l ong?  How do  we

reconc i l e  the  pas t  w i th  the  p resen t?  And  how can  l i t e ra tu re  b r idge  the  d i v ides  be tween

cu l tu res,  f o s te r ing  deeper  empathy  and  under s t and ing  in  an  inc reas ing l y  f rac tu red

wor ld?  By  engag ing  w i th  these  works,  we  inv i t e  reader s  t o  re f l e c t  on  the  ways  i n  wh i ch

d iaspor i c  l i t e ra tu re  no t  on l y  document s  migra t i on  bu t  a l so  ac t i ve l y  reshapes  our

concep t i ons  o f  i den t i t y,  home,  and  be l ong ing .

We  inv i t e  s cho la r s,  re searcher s,  and  wr i t e r s  t o  con t r ibu te  chap te r s  tha t  exp lo re  the

d i ve r se  themes,  f o rms,  and  vo i ces  w i th in  d iaspor i c  l i t e ra tu re .  Con t r ibu t i ons  may

address,  bu t  a re  no t  l im i t ed  to ,  the  f o l l ow ing  sub- themes :

 

The  Ro l e  o f  Memory  and  Nos t a lg i a  i n  Shap ing  D iaspor i c  Nar ra t i ves

The  In te r sec t i on  o f  Gender,  Race ,  and  C l ass  i n  D iaspor i c  Iden t i t i e s

The  Rede f in i t i on  o f  "Home"  and  Be long ing  in  Transna t i ona l  Con tex t s

The  Impac t  o f  M igra t i on  and  D i sp l acement  on  Language  and  S to r y te l l i ng

The  Ro l e  o f  Trans l a t i on  i n  B r idg ing  Cu l tu ra l  and  L ingu i s t i c  D i v ides

The  Ro l e  o f  D iaspor i c  L i t e ra tu re  i n  Cha l l eng ing  Na t i ona l  and  Cu l tu ra l  Boundar i e s

The  In te rp l ay  Be tween  D iaspora  and  Pos t co l on ia l i sm in  L i t e ra r y  D i s cour se
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We  we l come in te rd i s c ip l i na ry  approaches  and  encourage  submiss i ons  tha t  engage  w i th  a

w ide  range  o f  d i aspor i c  exper i ences,  i n c lud ing  bu t  no t  l im i t ed  to  the  A f r i can ,  Sou th

As ian ,  Car ibbean ,  La t in  Amer i can ,  and  M idd l e  Eas te rn  d iasporas .  By  b r ing ing  toge ther

d i ve r se  per spec t i ves,  th i s  vo lume a ims  to  con t r ibu te  t o  the  ongo ing  s cho la r l y

conver sa t i on  abou t  the  power  o f  l i t e ra tu re  to  i l l umina te  the  i n t r i cac i e s  o f  d i aspor i c  l i fe .
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by  the  requ i rement s  o f  academic  research  methodo logy  and  MLA  re fe renc ing  sys tem and

shou ld  be  wr i t t en  i n  T imes  New Romans  f on t ,  s i ze  12 ,  spac ing  1 .5 ) .

Submiss i ons  shou ld  be  o r ig ina l  and  unpub l i shed ,  and  a l l  chap te r s  w i l l  undergo  a  peer-

rev i ew process .

P l ease  send  your  abs t rac t s  and  inqu i r i e s  t o :  research in le t ter s@gmai l .com .  We  l ook

fo rward  to  your  con t r ibu t i ons  and  to  c rea t ing  a  v ib ran t  and  thought-provok ing  co l l e c t i on

tha t  ce l ebra tes  the  r i chness  o f  d i aspor i c  l i t e ra tu re .
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